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Please note that our 08February GCC meeting will  

be held at the Junior Ranks Mess, Beaver Hall, 

Wolseley Barracks 

¶ Meet and Greet 11:15 a.m. 

¶ Lunch service begins at 11:30 a.m. 

¶ Speaker 12:00 p.m. 

 

FEBRUARY   2017   NEWSLETTER  

 
Meet & Greet:  11:15 hrs Junior Ranks Mess, Beaver Hall, Wolseley Barracks, 

   Wednesday, 08 February 2017 

11:30 hrs lunch service begins (Please bring a guest) 

 

Regular Meeting:   12:00 hrs meeting starts     

 

Speaker:   Speaker:  LGen (Ret) Peter Devlin, CMM , MSC, CD 

President, Fanshawe College 

(see page 2 for details) 

 

Lunch Menu:       

                                       
¶ Chefôs choices will include: 

o Soup and Salad; 

o Soup and Sandwich; 

o Hot Entrée; 

o Dessert 

 
 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Canadian+armed+forces&id=8C48DD1C5B171F72F6E028BD138CED64E8D93A02&FORM=IQFRBA
http://www.gcclondon.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Military_Merit_(Canada)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meritorious_Service_Decoration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Forces_Decoration
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Speaker: 08 February  GCC Meeting  at the Junior Ranks Mess  
 

Speaker: LGen (Ret) Peter Devlin, CMM , MSC, CD, President, Fanshawe College 

 
Peter Devlin was appointed Fanshawe College's fifth President effective September 2013. 

Prior to joining Fanshawe, President Devlin served 35 years in the Canadian Armed 
Forces and retired commanding the Canadian Army at the rank of Lieutenant General. He 
has several UN, NATO and Coalition tours and his awards include Orders of Military Merit 

from the United States, Brazil and Colombia as well 
as Commander of the Canadian Order of Military 
Merit and the Canadian Meritorious Service Cross. 

President Devlin serves on provincial and 
national college committees. These include 
the Colleges Ontario Committee of 
Presidents, Apprenticeship Task Force and Nominating Committee. He works 
on the Colleges and Institutes Canada Committee on Collaboration with the 
Canadian Armed Forces and with Canada Company on the Military Employment 
Transition Program. Peter is also a member of the lvey Business School 
Leadership Council and the United Way Campaign Cabinet. 

President Devlin received an undergraduate degree in Honours Economics from 
Western University, a graduate degree in Strategic Studies from the US Army 
War College and a certificate in Advanced Executive Management from Queen's 
University. He has also studied at Command and Staff Colleges of the Canadian 
Defence Academy. 

Peter has been married for 31 years, and together he and his wife Judy have 

four children. (www.fanshawec.ca) 

 

 

GCC Presidentôs Comments 
 

Wolseley Barracks Messes Update 
To say that the shrinking footprint of Wolseley Barracks over the last number of years has been a little 

traumatic would be an understatement.  One of the changes that perhaps generated the most upheaval and 

emotional response has been the closure of the Messes and their subsequent reconfiguration at Beaver Hall.  

It meant disruption for the Regular members, Associate Members, and many groups such as GCC which 

called one of the messes home.  It also meant a change to what were traditional relationships and structures 

between the messes. 

 

We are grateful to HMCS Prevost for providing temporary housing as well as continuing to host the odd 

GCC meeting, particularly if it is on a naval theme.  It now looks like the renovations to Beaver Hall may be 

coming to a close.  In talking to Mess Manager, Karen Hicks, she was quite excited about the pending wrap 

up of work and the chance to settle in and develop a more comfortable routine. 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Military_Merit_(Canada)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meritorious_Service_Decoration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Forces_Decoration


 
Page 3   http://www.gcclondon.ca/ 

 

The individual messes 

are adapting to their new 

reality and looking to 

reinvigorate themselves 

and reestablish the 

integral role that messes 

have always played at the 

centre of the life of the 

garrison.  

GCC is grateful to 31 

CBG for continuing to 

provide a home base 

for us at the messes. 

Shown here are 

architectural 

renderings  of the 

completed exteriors for 

Beaver Hall 

 

Executive Committees 
The Executive has struck an ad hoc committeee to examine  what GCC means by ñLondon and Region.ò 

This committeee is chaired by Former President Bill Pettipas and will make recommendations to the 

Executive regarding the scope of our footprint. Among other things, this will have an impact on how widely 

we distribute bursaries and will identify the specific units and locations with whom we will interact. 

 

We are also looking to establish a Financial Review Committee. The task of this 3-person group would be 

to provide a yearly review our accounts and validate the Financial Statement.  If you are interested in 

helping in this capacity, please contact a member of the Executive. 

 

Speaking of accounts, Members are reminded that dues are owing as of January.  Our diligent Secretary, 

Beth Sayler, has sent reminder emails so that our diligent Treasurer, Barry Graham, can balance the budget. 

 

We look forward to seeing you all at our 08 February  

General Meeting. 

 

Regards, 

 

Doug Acton 

President 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
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Honoured Veteran, Month of February:  
 

SERGEANT (RET) JOSEPH N. BENNETT, CD  

 

Joseph Bennett was born in Darling Township, Ontario on 6 May 1934.  His first involvement with military 

training was as a fifteen year old in the Royal Canadian Army Cadets He enrolled in the Canadian Army 

Active on 4 December 1951 and was posted to 3
rd

 Battalion The Royal Canadian Regiment, Camp 

Petawawa.  Following his basic and advanced infantry training, he subsequently qualified as a military 

parachutist at Rivers, Manitoba. 

 After successfully completing a Driver Operatorôs course in 1953 he was posted to 

Korea again with 3
rd

 Battalion The RCR and was employed as a Signaller until his return to 

Canada in 1954. He was transferred to 1
st
 Bn The RCR, Wolseley Barracks, London, 

Ontario. The following summer he was with the Demonstration Platoon at the Militia Camp 

at Niagara-on-the-Lake. He also attended arctic training at Fort Churchill, Manitoba.  

 His battalion became a part of the British Army of the Rhine in Germany and 

Joe was employed in the Signals Platoon as a radio operator until the battalion 

returned to Canada in 1957 and relocated at Camp Ipperwash, Ontario.  During the 

next five years he qualified as a sniper, was a part of a demonstration company in Camp Borden, attended 

and was successful on a Junior Non-Commissioned Officer course and was promoted to the rank of Lance-

Corporal. He also qualified as a Nuclear-Biological- Chemical operator. In that same year, he met Frances 

whom he married in 1958. 

 In 1962 the battalion returned to Germany and Joe was employed as a machine gun 

NCO. Upon return to Canada in 1966 he qualified on a Senior NCOôs course and 

was subsequently promoted to Sergeant.  

 He completed two United Nations tours in Cyprus, the first in 1966/67 as 

an outpost commander and the second in 1974/75 as a Reconnaissance Platoon 

patrol commander. Back to Germany in 1969, he served with 2
nd

 Battalion The RCR 

as a section commander and platoon Warrant Officer and subsequently served with 3 

Mechanized Commando. He returned to Canada and the First Battalion in 1973. 

 Among his many qualifications are Airportability Supervisor, Parachute 

Instructor, and Advance Driver Instructor. 

 In 1977 after 26 years of service, Sgt Bennett retired. In civilian life he was a 

Supervisor and Manager for Canpar Courier service in Southwest Ontario retiring in his 65
th
 

year. 

 Joseph is active in The Royal Canadian Regiment  

Association and the Korea Veterans Association holding  

many executive positions in both organizations. He is currently 

 the President of Unit 4 KVA, London and the Secretary of 

 KVA Ontario Region. He maintains a close liaison with the  

Korean Society of London.  

KOREA 
VETERANS 
ASSOCIATION  
OF 

CANADA INC 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
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GCCôs January Meeting Speaker 
 

Major Rich Hilsden:  : "Handling Mass Casualties in a Canadian Setting"  

 

GCC President Doug Acton thanks our 

speaker, Maj Rich Hilsden. 

 

 

 

Our January Speaker, Maj Rich Hilsden, 

puts GCC members through a mass casualty 

triage simulation. 

 

Major Hilsden gave an excellent 

presentation outlining how medical 

experience and advances with mass 

casualty treatment in Afghanistan 

(including his own) are being used to 

inform civilian medical training and 

practice in anticipation of the need to 

respond a mass casualty event here (eg. 

The Boston Marathon Bombing). 

 

 

1H Update 
 

1
st
 Hussars Soldiersô Christmas Dinner 

On Saturday, December 10, 2016, the troops and officers of the 1
st
 Hussars, as well 

as members of the 1H Association, including a number of Hussars veterans, 

gathered en masse at the George Stirrett Armoury in Sarnia for the annual 

 1
st
 Hussarsô Soldiersô Christmas Dinner. Camaraderie and esprit de corps were 

high as the Regiment gathered to celebrate the close of another successful year and 

welcome the holiday season. 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
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Prior to the festivities, approximately 50 Hussars mustered for a full day of Individual Battle Task Standards 

training. The troops refreshed their soldier skills in weapons systems handling, vehicle checkpoint searches, 

and detention and search procedures. 

  

The 1
st
 Hussars also conducted their final Regimental Parade of 2016. Following the formation and 

inspection of the troops and remarks by Commanding Officer, Lieutenant-Colonel Bernie Scheid, a number 

of announcements were made. First, 1H celebrated the promotion of Lieutenant Hakkim Ouzzif to the rank 

of Captain. Captain Ouzzif joined the Regiment and the Canadian Armed Forces as a non-commissioned 

member in 2002 and commissioned from the ranks in 2012. He completed is officer Qualification and 

Armoured Reconnaissance Troop Leader course before serving in various position within the squadrons. 

Captain Ouzzif is 

currently Battle 

Captain, A Squadron. 

  

Next, Honorary 

Colonel Barry Hogan, 

LCol Scheid, and the 

officers and troops of 

the 1
st
 Hussars 

welcomed the 

announcement of the 

Regimentôs new 

Honorary Lieutenant-

Colonel, Larry Myny. 

HLCol Myny is Vice 

President and Senior 

Investment Advisor 

with CIBC Wood 

Gundy. A leader and 

mentor in his field, 

HLCol Myny is also the founder and namesake of the Larry Myny Mentorship Program at Fanshawe 

College. The 1
st
 Hussars are very fortunate to welcome HLCol Myny into our Regimental family as our 

newest advisor and mentor. 

 

After the Parade was dismissed, just in time to miss the onset of a blizzard of winter weather, Christmas 

Dinner was served. The 1
st
 Hussars were joined by 30 members of the 1

st
 Hussars Association for a turkey 

dinner served by the officers and NCOs of the Regiment. The Regiment was especially pleased to be joined 

by World War Two veterans Sid McLean and Roy Hare as well as John Roady a former Hussar who served 

with the United States Marine Corps in the Vietnam War. Current serving 1
st
 Hussars and Association 

members alike thanked these veterans for their courageous service. Over dinner stories were exchanged and 

a good time was had by all, reports Col (Retired) and President of the Association, Joe Murray. 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
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Congratulations are in order to Corporal Emily Putherbough and Corporal Kice Nakeyar who were 

presented the 1
st
 Hussars Regimental Scholarship. Cpl Putherbough and Cpl Nakeyar are fine examples of 

student-soldiers at their 

best. 

  

Finally, before the night 

ended and the Hussars 

retired to their messes to 

carry on the festivities, 

the CO made a very 

special announcement. In 

April 2017 the 

1
st
 Hussars will deploy a 

contingent of serving 

soldiers to France to take 

part in the Vimy 

100
th
Anniversary Tour. 

LCol Scheid announced 

the names of the Hussars 

selected to participate in 

the Tour. The Regiment will be represented proudly by: LCol Scheid, Major Allan Finney, Captain Hakkim 

Ouzzif, Regimental Sergeant Major Tim Park, Sergeant Karen Knight, Sergeant Jason Dickey, Sergeant 

Adam Dart, Sergeant Renee Larsh, Master Corporal Mathew Bradshaw, Master Corporal Miranda Angelini, 

Corporal Joshua VanMaanen, Corporal Daniel Reckman, Corporal Marc Buttazoni, Corporal Jason Roome, 

and Corporal Mark FitzGerald. 

  

With that announcement and the giving of gifts to the soldiers completed, the Regiment was dismissed to 

carry on festivities and celebrate the holidays with friends and families until the New Year. 

 

 
 

London Military Family Resource Centre (LMFRC)  
 

 Keep the date open:  London Knights Salutes the Troops and Our Families Hockey 

Game Friday, 03 Feb.  

 

 

 

 

 

International Womenõs Day Celebration March 8th  2017 10:00am -1:00pm  
Featuring a one-woman show òMadame Currieó by Aimee Adler. 

Doors Open at 10:00am. Pre-lunch, craft and networking activities at 10-11:15. Lunch served at 11:20. 

Opening remarks 11:50. Play 12-12:50. Wrap up/door prize draws 12:50-1:00pm 

Please register by Feb. 24 ð No Fee, Donations Welcome! 

Old WO & Sgt Mess 

contact Kym.Wolfe@forces.gc.ca for details or to register 

(see poster below on pg  11) 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
mailto:Kym.Wolfe@forces.gc.ca
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HMCS Prevost  Update 
 

Check out the HMCS Prevost video Lighting the Night with Remembrance at HMCS Prevost HD   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-uGoKQLRyo  

Battle of the Atlantic Legacy Gala Dinner is Saturday, April 29 at the Double Tree by Hilton. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Benefits Guide 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Veterans Benefits Guide 2017  is available for 

download. Links in the box above are not live.  Go to : 

https://legionmagazine.com  

Page 1 of the Guide is shown for reference on p 13 below. 

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z-uGoKQLRyo
https://legionmagazine.com/
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Significant Military Dates- February 

The list of significant military dates each month serves as background for the GCCôs Honouring Veterans 

Initiative.  The list is not conclusive and is for reference only.   

1 February 1968 Unification of the 

Canadian Armed 

Forces 

On 1 February 1968, Bill C-243, The Canadian Forces 

Reorganization Act, was granted Royal Assent, and the 

Royal Canadian Navy, the Canadian Army, and the 

Royal Canadian Air Force were combined into one 

service: the Canadian Armed Forces. 

1 February 1991 The Gulf War ñDesert Cat Squadronò pilots carry out 56 bombing 

missions during the Gulf War (01-28 Feb). 

18 February 1900 Boer War Canadian troops fight South African Boers at the Battle 

of Paardeberg (18-27 Feb). 

19 February 1951 Korean War 2nd Battalion, Princess Patriciaôs Canadian Light 

Infantry becomes the first Canadian unit sent to the 

front during the Korean War when it moved to the line 

north of Yuju under the command of the 27th 

Commonwealth Infantry Brigade. 

20 February 1958 Avro Canada CF-105 

Arrow is cancelled 

The Arrow's cancellation was announced on 20 

February 1959. The day became known as "Black 

Friday" in the Canadian aviation industry.
  

25 February 1945 World War II VC Sergeant A. Cosens, Queen's Own Rifles of Canada, 

attacked and captured German strong points located in 

three farm buildings at Mooshof, Germany to earn the 

Victoria Cross. (Posthumous). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://www.gcclondon.ca/
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Canadian_Forces_Reorganization_Act&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Canadian_Forces_Reorganization_Act&action=edit&redlink=1
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Assent
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GCC Meeting Dates- 2017 
 

Program planning for 2017 is underway.  Suggestions from members are always welcome.  Please contact 

any member of the executive with ideas. Below are the dates to June, 2017. 

 

¶ 08 February 

¶ 08 March 

¶ 12 April 

 

¶ 10 May 

¶ 14 June 

¶ July, August ïno meetings 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCC  EXECUTIVE  

 

                        President: Doug Acton                          Past President: Gerry Treble   

                        Treasurer: Barry Graham                      Secretary:  Beth Sayler  

                        1st Vice President: Geoff Hutton          2nd Vice President: John Cook 

                        3rd Vice President: Philippe Morin      Garrison Advisor:  LCol David Fearon 

 

Next Meeting:  08 February at the Junior Ranks Mess, Beaver Hall, 

Wolseley Barracks.  Bar service at 11:15 a.m. with lunch service 

beginning at 11:30 a.m., and speaker at 12:00 p.m. 
 

LGen (Ret) Peter Devlin CMM , MSC, CD, President, Fanshawe College will be our speaker 
 

 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Canadian+armed+forces&id=8C48DD1C5B171F72F6E028BD138CED64E8D93A02&FORM=IQFRBA
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Order_of_Military_Merit_(Canada)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Meritorious_Service_Decoration
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Forces_Decoration


 

 


